
Hall completed his undergradu-

ate studies at Morehead State 

University (MSU), where he 
earned a bachelor’s degree in 

social science/history and was 
awarded the 1994 Edward and 

Allie Young History Award and 

the 1995 Outstanding Under-
graduate in Social Studies 

Award. Hall continued his studies 
by earning a master’s degree in 

secondary education social 

studies at MSU and a Rank I in 
education administration at 

Union College. He is interested in 
pursuing a doctoral degree in 

education.   

Hall comes to KDE with 16 years 

of teaching experience and ac-

tive participation and experience 
with a Teaching American His-

tory grant, the University of 
Louisville’s McConnell Center, 

Gilder Lehrman Institute of 

Charles E. Hall is the new Ken-

tucky Department of Education 

(KDE) social studies consultant 
for the 2011-12 academic year. 

Charles Hall was a social studies 
teacher at Letcher County Cen-

tral High School, where he had 

served as Social Studies Depart-
ment head, District Social Stud-

ies Professional Learning Com-
munity (PLC) facilitator and GT 

coordinator.   

 

 

 

 

 

American History, Economics 

America, History Alive, We the 

People, National History Day, the 
Kentucky Historical Society, the 

Kentucky Council for the Social 
Studies and the National Council 

for History Education. 

Hall has completed scholarly 

studies in social studies at 
Washington, D.C., Philadelphia, 

Boston, Thomas Jefferson’s 

Monticello, Austin, San Antonio, 

Santa Fe and Portland.  

Hall resides in Whitesburg with 
his wife Brandee, who is a spe-

cial education teacher and the 
preschool coordinator for the 

Letcher County school district. 

They have two children: Zachary 

and Molly. 

Meet the New Social Studies  Consultant  

Coming Soon: New Social Studies  Standards for Kentucky  

It’s a new school year, and as 

you prepare social studies les-

sons for your students, the 
looming thought in the back of 

your mind is, “when are we get-
ting new social studies stan-

dards?” 

Kentucky is continuing its work 

with 18 other states in develop-

ing common social studies stan-
dards. The projected release 

date for new social studies stan-
dards is the summer of 2012. As 

developments progress and 

information is made public, so-
cial studies teachers will be 

provided with updates via our 
quarterly newsletter and the 

Social Studies Listserv. If you 

have not joined the Social Stud-

ies Listserv, please do so by 

visiting http://
www.coe.uky.edu/lists/

kylists.php and select KYSOCSTU. 

 

Upcoming Events 

September 11: Sept. 11 Attack 

observance (10-Year Anni-

versary) 

September 17: Constitution 

Day (observed Sept. 16, 2011) 

September 21-22: KCSS Con-

ference—Bowling Green 

(Click here for details) 

September 26: Beginning of 

KCEE’s Stock Market Game 

(Click here for details.) 

October 1:  KATH Confer-

ence—University of Louisville 

(Click here for details) 
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Charles E. Hall, new social  

studies consultant for KDE 

http://www.coe.uky.edu/lists/kylists.php
http://www.coe.uky.edu/lists/kylists.php
http://www.coe.uky.edu/lists/kylists.php
http://www.kcss.org/content/
http://www.econ.org/
http://www.kyhistoryteachers.org/conference.html
http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/
http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Commissioner+of+Education/Unbridled+Learning/


Kentucky social studies teachers 

have many questions about the 

new end-of-course (EOC) assess-

ments. 

Here is an FAQ provided to help 

teachers have a better under-

standing about EOC assessments. 

 

Question: When will the end-of-

course assessments be given? 

Answer: That will depend on the 

grade level in which the subject is 

taught. The U.S. History EOC exam 

will be given to students upon 

completion of their U.S. History 

course. 

 

Question: How should I use the 

ACT QualityCore materials pro-

vided to our school? 

Answer: The ACT QualityCore 

materials are provided only as a 

resource to social studies teach-

ers. It does not replace Program 
of Studies or Core Content 4.1. 
Teachers should continue using 

the current Program of Studies 
and Core Content 4.1 until new 

social studies standards are in  

place. 

Question: Will there be pre-

Reconstruction questions on the 

11th-grade U.S. History EOC exam 

this year? 

Answer: ACT is developing a modi-

fied EOC assessment for Kentucky 

that will reduce the number of 

early American History questions 

on the assessment. But there will 

be a small percentage of questions 

from Colonization through the Civil 

War on the 11th-grade U.S. History 

EOC assessment. 

 

For more information, visit: 

http://www.education.ky.gov/

KDE/Administrative+Resources/

Testing+and+Reporting+/

Sept. 21-22: KCSS Conference—

Bowling Green (Click here for 

details.) 

Oct. 1: KATH Annual Conference—

University of Louisville (Click here 

for details.) 

Oct. 12-15: Council for Economic 

Education Conference—Chicago, 

Ill. (Click here for details.) 
 

Dec. 2-4: National Council for the 

Social Studies Annual Confer-

ence—Washington, D.C. (Click here 

for details.) 

 

Students actively engage in the 

research, writing, discussion and 

collaboration of historical con-
tent and are required to interact 

with a variety of primary and 
secondary source documents in 

history. 

NHD competition categories 

include documentary, website, 
exhibit, performance and re-

search paper. Students may 

compete individually or in groups 

in most of the categories.   

NHD utilizes teaching strategies 
and student learning experiences 

that promote the next-generation 
learning of rigorous best prac-

tices in social studies education. 

The 2012 NHD theme is 

“Revolution, Reaction, Reform in 

History.” For more information, 
visit the NHD website at http://

www.nhd.org. 

There are many history teachers 

across Kentucky who know that 

NHD stands for “National History 
Day” because their students are 

actively participating in the 

annual NHD competition. 

For those of you who know little 
or nothing about NHD, it begins 

with an annual theme used to 
guide student research and 

learning in the development of a 

variety of historical projects.  
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View atop Pine Mountain in  

eastern Kentucky 

Next-Generation Learning:  NHD  

Fall  Social Studies  Conferences  

Are You EOC-Ready? 

The 2012 NHD 

theme is 

“Revolution, 

Reaction, 

Reform in 

History.”   

Land between the Lakes in western 

Kentucky 
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The Nation’s Report Card on 

Geography, conducted by the 

National Assessment of Educa-
tion Progress (NAEP), was re-

ported via a live webinar on July 
19. The results were from the 

2010 study of geography for 

grades 4, 8 and 12. 

The Nation’s Report Card on 
Geography can be summarized 

into these specific points: 

1. Student proficiency in 

geography for all grades 

remains low. 

2. 4th-grade students dis-

played increases in proficiency 

with geography. 

3. 8th graders remained flat and 

lacked growth in their proficiency 

with geography. 

4. 12th graders continued to decline 
in proficiency with geography and 

have continued to decline since 

1994. 

5. The lowest performing group of 
students showed the greatest 

improvement in proficiency with 

geography. 

6. Less than one-third of all students 

reached a level at or above profi-

ciency with geography. 

Another interesting note is how this is 

the third Nation’s Report Card in social 
studies that has reported declines in 

proficiency for high school students. 

Prior to the geography report card, 
history and civics report cards by 

NAEP also showed a drop in profi-
ciency with 12th-grade students, 

sounding off a troubling alarm for 

social studies educators. 

September 17 as “Constitution Day 

and Citizenship Day” in the U.S. As 

part of the requirements of the law, 

any educational institution that re-

ceives federal funding must observe 

Constitution Day with a program on 

the U.S. Constitution. 

Suggested program activities for 

Constitution Day may include the 

Presentation of the Colors or Flag, 

the National Anthem, the Pledge of 

Allegiance, the reading of the Consti-

tution’s Preamble, the reading of the 

Bill of Rights and guest speakers 

On September 17, 1787, the U.S. Con-

stitution was signed into law. The 39 

men who signed it forever changed 

the course of human history and laid 

the foundation for the greatest gov-

ernment experiment in the world that 

has become a model for many other 

nations. Besides Constitution Day 

being such an important historical 

and civic date for social studies 

teachers to discuss in their class-

rooms, it also is the law. 

In 2004, West Virginia Senator Robert 

Byrd pushed for a law to designate 

ranging from state/local political 

leaders to county judges and attor-

neys. 

This year, Constitution Day will be 

observed on September 16. 

Teachers also may incorporate les-

son activities on the Constitution in 

their classrooms in addition to a 

program on the Constitution. K-12 

teachers may find lesson activities 

and information for Constitution Day 

at various websites, including: 

effort to reverse the historic 

trend of massive spending, debt, 

and little or no savings, the 
Council for Economic Education 

(CEE) is partnering with ING 
DIRECT to operate a pilot after-

school program that addresses 

personal finance and saving. 

CEE says that the pilot education 
program will begin operation in 

the fall of 2011 and once the pilot 

is completed, the economic 

training module will be provided 
in various other school sites 

around the nation. 

For more information, please 

visit the Council for Economic 
Education at 

www.councilforeconed.org. 

 

 

 

 

This fall, elementary students in 

St. Cloud, Minn. and Wilmington, 

Del. will be learning to save 
rather than spend money. In an 
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Celebrate Constitution Day  

Teaching Kids to Save 

The Nation’s Geography Report Card  

“Elementary 

students...will be 

learning to save 

rather than spend 

money.” 

The United States Senate 

United States Courts 

Center for Civic Education 

National Constitution Center 

Bill of Rights Institute 

The U.S. Mint 

American Bar Association 

PBS Lesson:  “Why Celebrate Constitution 

Day?” 

 

http://www.councilforeconed.org/
http://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/common/generic/ConstitutionDay.htm
http://www.uscourts.gov/EducationalResources/ConstitutionResources/ConstitutionDay.aspx
http://new.civiced.org/resources/curriculum/constitution-day-and-citizenship-day
http://constitutioncenter.org/ncc_progs_Constitution_Day.aspx
https://www.billofrightsinstitute.org/sslpage.aspx?pid=593
http://www.usmint.gov/kids/coinnews/constitutionday.cfm
http://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_education/initiatives_awards/conversations_on_the_constitution.html
http://www.pbs.org/georgewashington/classroom/constitution_day.html
http://www.pbs.org/georgewashington/classroom/constitution_day.html


2011 marked the 150th year since the 
beginning of the American Civil War. As 

such, 150th-anniversary events for the 
Civil War have been taking place 

throughout the U.S., with many more 

events remaining for 2011. 

In Kentucky, a Civil War Commission 

was formed by the governor, and the 
commission is promoting local planning 

for Civil War commemoration events. 
Local historical societies, battlefield 

commissions, Civil War reenactments 

and local historians are providing a 
variety of Civil War educational events 

around the Commonwealth. 

To bring the Civil War alive in the classroom, 

teachers may want to consider either taking a 

fieldtrip to one of the many Civil War sites 
found in Kentucky or opt to utilize today’s tech-

nology by taking students on a virtual field trip 

of Civil War sites in Kentucky. 

The following Kentucky sites may be used by 
classroom teachers to access information for 

either an actual field trip or virtual field trip: 

Abraham Lincoln Birthplace 

Jefferson Davis State Historic Site 

Battle of Perryville 

Kentucky Historical Society History Campus 

(Thomas D. Clark Center for History & Ken-

tucky Military History Museum) 

Battle of Leatherwood Reenactment 

Battle of Richmond 

Battle of Sacramento 

Camp Wildcat  

Battle of Tebbs Bend 

Battle of Belmont 

Dumont Hill Civil War Site 

Fort Duffield 

Battle of Mill Springs 

Battle of Barboursville 

Fort Hill/Leslie Morris Park 

Middle Creek National Battle-

field 

Riverview at Hobson Grove 

Battle of New Haven 

Battle of Rowletts Station 

Camp Nelson 

September 11, 2011, marks ten years since the terrorist attacks on the U.S. As time passes, 

historians have begun to reassess 9-11’s historical significance on America and evaluate its 

impact to our nation. Social studies teachers are now faced with how to translate these 

historical reassessments into meaningful, teachable moments about September 11 while con-

tinuing to hold remembrance for those Americans who lost their lives during this event. 

This leads to an important question raised by social studies educators. How much of Septem-

ber 11 should be a memorial or tribute to the horrific events that occurred on this date in 

history versus teaching a lesson on this historical event that is analyzed, examined and dis-

cussed within the classroom? To frame this discussion, we should remember that today’s 

high school students were primary aged when September 11 happened, and elementary and 

middle school students were too young to remember or not even born.   

For elementary students, teachers should realize it may be their first exposure to September 

11 and the use of graphic historical images may be as traumatic to a young child as actually 

watching the event live.  Leading experts recommend the use of a picture story book written 

for younger audiences as a method of introducing September 11 into the elementary class-

room.  Picture story books also scale up and down very well with different age groups and 

may be useful with middle and high school students as well. 

For middle and high school students, questions about September 11 may shift from “what 

happened” to “why it happened?”  Suggested advice for teachers is to remain calm, reflect on 

all your answers, validate student feelings, encourage self-expression, and be a caring lis-

tener.   

For more information, visit the official 9-11 Commission website maintained by the National 

Archives. 
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Ten Years Since September 11  

150th Anniversary of Civil War 
Teachers also may want to take 

students on virtual tours at any of 

the following national Civil War 
sites: 

 

Battle of Gettysburg 

Battle of Antietam 

Battle of Shiloh 

Battle of Manassas (Bull Run) 

Fredericksburg & Spotsylvania Co. 

Battlefields 

Battle of Chickamauga & Chatta-

nooga 

Vicksburg 

Appomattox Courthouse 

Andersonville Prison 

Ford’s Theater 

 

Literacy in Social Studies 

This fall, social studies teachers will be working to incorporate the 

Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies in their classrooms. 

K-5 literacy standards for social studies are 

embedded in the primary reading standards. 

Grades 6-12 literacy standards for social 

studies have their own document separate 

from reading/language arts. Both sets of 

literacy standards can be found within the 

Kentucky Core Academic Standards for 
English Language Arts document. 

 

The literacy standards for socials studies are not intended to be add-

ons or an additional set of separate standards for teachers. Their 

purpose is to be integrated with existing content standards for social 

studies to help our students master the social studies content. 

 

KDE will be organizing statewide work groups to develop content 

guides, units, lesson plans, rubrics and other resource materials that 

teachers may use to implement the standards for literacy in social 

studies. KDE will make these resources available to teachers through 

various networks, including the Continuous Instructional Improve-

ment Technology System (CIITS). 

http://www.nps.gov/abli/index.htm
http://parks.ky.gov/findparks/histparks/jd/
http://www.perryvillebattlefield.org/
http://history.ky.gov/sub.php?pageid=83&sectionid=2
http://www.kentuckytourism.com/events/details/battle-of-leatherwood-reeanactment/14225/
http://battleofrichmond.org/
http://www.battleofsac.com/
http://www.wildcatbattlefield.org/index.html
http://www.campbellsville.com/civilwar/
http://parks.ky.gov/findparks/recparks/cb/
http://dumonthill.org/
http://fortduffield.t35.com/
http://www.millsprings.net/
http://www.battleofbarbourvilleky.com/
http://www.frankfortparksandrec.com/html/leslie_morris_park.html
http://www.middlecreek.org/default.php
http://www.middlecreek.org/default.php
http://www.bgky.org/riverview/index.php
http://www.rfhpa.org/index.php
http://www.battleforthebridge.org/Rowletts.html
http://www.campnelson.org/home.htm
http://www.9-11commission.gov/
http://www.nps.gov/gett/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/ancm/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/shil/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/mana/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/frsp/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/frsp/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/chch/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/chch/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/vick/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/apco/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/ande/index.htm
http://www.fordstheatre.org/
http://www.education.ky.gov/users/otl/POS/KentuckyCommonCore_ELA.pdf
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M i d d l e  a n d  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n ts  r e p r e s e n t i n g  K e n t u c k y  a t  

t h e  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r y  D a y  C o m p e t i t i o n  i n  C o l l e g e  P a r k ,  M d .  

v i s i t e d  W as h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  Th e  p h o t o  a b o ve  s h ow s  K e n t u c k y  

h i s t o r y  s t u d e n ts ,  t e a c h e rs  a n d  p a r e n ts  w i t h  Ke n t u c k y  

U . S .  S e n a t o r  M i t c h  M c C o n n e l l  o n  t h e  s te p s  o f  t h e  C a p i t o l  

B u i l d i n g .  Th e  p h o t o  w a s  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  K e n t u c k y  

H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y .  

NHD Photos in Washington, D.C.  

L e t c h e r  C o u n t y  C e n t r a l  H i g h  S c h o o l  s t u d e n ts  r e p re s e n t e d  Ke n tu c k y  f o r  t h e  

s i x t h  c o n s e c u t i ve  ye a r  a t  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r y  D a y  C o m p e t i t i o n  i n  C o l l e g e  

P a r k ,  M d .  Th e s e  s t u d e n ts  w e re  a b l e  t o  h a ve  a  p r i va t e  m e e t i n g  w i t h  

K e n t u c k y  U . S .  S e n a t o r  M i t c h  M c C o n n e l l .  P ic t u re d  i n  t h e  p h o t o  a b o ve  ( l e f t  

t o  r i g h t ) :  M a t t  H o p k i n s ,  D y l a n  M a x i e ,  D a n i e l  P a t t e rs o n ,  S e n a t o r  M i t c h  

M c C o n n e l l ,  Za c h a r y  H a l l  ( i n  f r o n t  o f  S e n a t o r  M c C o n n e l l ) ,  h i s t o r y  t e a c h e r  

C h a r l e s  H a l l  a n d  A d d is o n  W h i t a ke r .  Th e  p h o t o  w as  p r o v i d e d  b y  S e n a t o r  

M c C o n n e l l ’ s  S e n a t e  L e a d e rs h i p  O f f i c e .   

The Kentucky Department of Education has been invited 

to share a unique project that integrates social studies 

with science, nutrition and health. The Classroom Vic-

tory Garden Project is sponsored by the National WWII 

Museum to introduce elementary students to World War 

II history while promoting concepts such as teamwork, 

community, civic responsibility and healthy lifestyles. 

 

The project provides teachers with a brief history of WWII, a WWII timeline, WWII 

victory garden information, lesson plans and a how-to guide to assist students in 

establishing their own classroom victory gardens at school. The project provides 

indoor and outdoor victory garden options and allows schools to join in a victory 

garden network by registering their victory gardens online. 

 

The project is directed at elementary students but it could easily be adapted to 

middle and high school classrooms. If you are interested in this hands-on, cross-

curricular project for your social studies classroom, please visit the project’s 

website at www.classroomvictorygarden.org.   

 

If you decide to establish a classroom victory garden, 

please provide information or photos about your 

project by e-mailing charles.hall2@education.ky.gov. 

Classroom Victory Garden Project  

What’s Cooking Uncle Sam? 

Online history exhibit on display at the National Ar-

chives until January 3, 2012. 

It includes lessons, activities, primary sources and 

web links that teach American History with food. 

Go to http://docsteach.org/home/whats-cooking. 

Did you know? 
Although James Madison is considered to be the “Father 

of the U.S. Constitution,” fellow Framer Gouverneur Mor-

ris was the principal author and wordsmith to many parts 

of the Constitution. In addition, did you also know that 

Gouverneur Morris had a peg-leg? Take a close look the next time you see 

some Constitution artwork or when you visit the National Archives. 

http://www.classroomvictorygarden.org/


The Kentucky Department of Education’s social 

studies consultant is part of the Academic Core 

Branch of the Division of Program Standards in 

the Office of Next-Generation Learners. 

The social studies consultant will provide sup-

port services to school districts and schools on 

educational topics and issues relative to Ken-

tucky social studies education. 

Social studies teachers will be notified of social 
studies events, trainings, news, initiatives and 

more via our quarterly publication of the Social 
Studies Newsletter and update postings on the 

Social Studies Listserv. 

Questions or comments? Contact Social Studies 

Consultant Charles Hall today. 

Phone: (502) 564-2106 

E-mail: charles.hall2@education.ky.gov 

intended to be followed verbatim 

for instruction.) 

Gilder Lehrman Institute of 

American History: GL has nu-

merous American History cur-
riculum modules, online exhibits, 

podcasts from historians and 

traveling exhibits available for 

history teachers. 

National History Day: NHD 
provides resources and informa-

tion on how teachers can utilize 
the NHD competition to teach 

students how to research, write, 

discuss, debate and question 
history through interaction with 

primary/secondary source 

documents and inquiry. 

ushistory.org: The website 

includes a detailed electronic 
U.S. History textbook, various 

Kentucky high school U.S. History 

teachers are planning now for 

the U.S. History end-of-course 
(EOC) assessment. As teachers 

begin to plan, there are many 
resources available in U.S. His-

tory to assist in teaching the 

current Program of Studies and 
Core Content 4.1 to prepare 

students for the U.S. History 

EOC. 

The following are just a few of 
the useful resources available 

for U.S. History teachers: 

ACT’s QualityCore Manual: It 

contains a course outline, in-

structional unit plan, a model 
instructional unit, and other 

useful resources to utilize for 
the EOC assessment. (Note: This 

is a resource only and is not 

digital copies of primary sources 

and extensive links for a variety 

of American history topics. 

teachinghistory.org: The Na-

tional History Education Clear-
inghouse has teaching materials, 

resources, classroom toolkits 
and best practices for history 

available for elementary, middle 

and high school social studies 

grade levels. 

smithsoniansource.org: The 
Smithsonian Center for Educa-

tion and Museum Studies pro-
vides a large collection of teach-

ing resources for American 

History that include primary 
sources, DBQs, lesson plans and 

videos. 

Resources for the U.S.  History End -of-Course Assessment 

Kentucky Department of Education 

Social Studies Newsletter 

Charles E. Hall 
Social Studies Consultant 

Academic Core Branch 

Division of Program Standards 
Office of Next-Generation 

Learners 

Kentucky Department of 
Education  

(502) 564-2106  

Fax (502) 564-9848  
500 Mero Street, 18th Floor, CPT  

Frankfort KY 40601  

charles.hall2@education.ky.gov  

www.education.ky.gov  

We’re on the Web! 

www.education.ky.gov 

If you are part of a social 

studies organization and 

you have an upcoming 

event, workshop or 

conference, please provide 

us with the dates so we 

can publish it in our next 

newsletter. 

Kentucky’s State Capitol in Frankfort 

Social studies 
teachers may visit 

the Abraham 
Lincoln Birthplace 

for the 150th year 

anniversary of the 

Civil War. 

Page 6 

http://www.gilderlehrman.org/
http://www.gilderlehrman.org/
http://www.nhd.org/
http://www.ushistory.org/
http://www.act.org/qualitycore/faq.html
http://teachinghistory.org/
http://www.smithsoniansource.org/
mailto:Charles.hall2@education.ky.gov
http://www.education.ky.gov
http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/
http://www.nps.gov/abli/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/abli/index.htm
http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Commissioner+of+Education/Unbridled+Learning/

